Introduction to Forensic Anthropology

(Anthropology 305)

W05

Instructor:
Sam D. Stout

Office:

217A Lord Hall

e-mail:

stout.126@osu.edu

Required Texts:

Byers, S.N. 2005 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology (2nd Edition), Allyn and Bacon, Pub. 

Steadman, D.W. (ed.) 2003 Hard Evidence: Case Studies in Forensic Anthropology. Prentice Hall, Pub.  [The purpose of this book is text provide case studies that exemplify the material and methods covered in the main text.]
Course Description:

Forensic Anthropology is an applied area of physical anthropology. It employs methods developed in osteology, skeletal biology, bioarchaeology, and paleopathology to the recovery and identification of human remains in a medico-legal context.  Forensic anthropologists are usually called upon when human or suspected human remains are skeletonized or are too fragmented or decomposed to identify through a normal autopsy. This course will introduce students to the field of forensic anthropology.  Specifically, it will survey the basic methods employed by forensic anthropologists to recover and analyze human skeletal remains.   More generally, this course will also acquaint students with the broader field of forensic science. 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

{The reading assignments listed first refer to chapters in the Byers [B] text, followed by assigned readings in the Steadman reader [S].}

Week 1 (Jan. 4 & 6)

Tues.  Introduction, course organization, and historical background


[B] Ch. 1.

Thurs. A survey of human osteology and odontology

[B] Ch. 2

[S] Ch. 1,“Introducing Forensic Anthropology” by Steadman
Week 2 (Jan.  11 & 13)


Tues. Establishing the forensic context. {Quiz 1}

[B] Ch.3 

[S] Ch. 16,“The Pawn Shop Mummified Head: Discriminating among forensic, historic, and ancient contexts,” by DW Steadman


Thurs. Recovery scene methods



[B] Ch. 4

[S] Introduction to Section II, Search and Recovery, pp. 87-96




Ch. 7 “Love Lost and Gone Forever”, by DM Glassman

Ch. 8 “Unusual ‘Crime’ Scenes: The Role of Forensic Anthropology in           Recovering and Identifying American MIAs,” by RW Mann et al.

Ch. 9 “The Contributions of Archaeology and Physical Anthropology to the John McRae Case,” by NJ Sauer et al.

Week 3 (Jan. 18 & 20)


Tues. Estimating time since death {Quiz 2}



[B] Ch. 5

[S] Ch. 12 “Taphonomy and Time: Estimating Postmortem Interval,” by JC Love and M.K. Marks

Ch. 13 “The Skull on the Lawn: Trophies, taphonomy, and Forensic Anthropology,” by P Willey and P Leach


Thurs. Methods, Initial treatment, and examination of human remains (evidence)



[B] Ch. 6

[S] Ch. 15 “Mitochondrial DNA: Solving the Mystery of Anna Anderson,” by T Melton

Ch. 17 “An Incidental Finding,” by H Gill-King (video superimposition)


Ch. 18 “Small Bones of Contention,” by SD Stout (histology)

Week 4 (Jan. 25 & 27)


Tues. Attribution of ancestry and the issue of race {Quiz 3}




[B Ch. 7]



[S] Ch. 6, Case 2, p.83


Thurs. Attribution of sex



[B] Ch. 8



[S] Ch. 2 “The Herring Case-An Outlier,” by KR Burns

Ch. 3 “Multidisciplinary Approach to Human Identification in Homicide Investigation: A Case Study from New York,” by DH Ubelaker et al

Week 5 (Feb. 1 & 3)


Tues.-Thurs. Estimating age at death


[B] Ch. 9

Week 6 (Feb. 8 & 10)


Tues. EXAM 1 


Thurs. Death, trauma, and the skeleton  {Quiz 4}



[B] Chs. 10-12

[S] Introduction to Section III, Interpretation of Trauma and Taphonomy, by DS Steadman

Ch. 10 “Look Until You See: Identification of Trauma in Skeletal Material,” by OC Smith et al.

Ch. 11 “The Interface of Forensic Anthropology and Forensic Pathology in Trauma Interpretation,” by DH Ubelaker and SE Smialek

Ch. 14 “Death in Paradise: Human Remains Scavanged by a Shark,” by B Anderson et al.Projectile trauma



[B] Ch. 11

Week 7 (Feb. 15 & 17)


Tues. Antemortem skeletal conditions, and postmortem changes to bone  



[B] Chs. 14 & 15{Quiz 5}


Thurs. Aspects of individualization and human identification



[B] Ch. 16 & 17

[S] Ch. 5 “Multiple Points of Similarity,” DW Steadman and LW Konigsberg

Week 8 (Feb. 22 & 23)


AAFS meetings (Guest lectures and video)

Week 9 (March 1 & 3) [Book Reviews Due]


Tues. The courtroom, expert testimony





[B] Ch. 18

[S] Ch. 6 “Trials in Court: The Forensic Anthropologist Takes the Stand,” by KAR Kennedy 


Thurs Applications and ethics in forensic anthropology

Ch. 19 “ Corpi Aquaticus: The Hardin Cemetery Flood of 1993,” by PS Sledzik and AW Willcox

Ch. 20 “Planes, Trains, and Fireworks: The Evolving Role o the Forensic Anthropologist in Mass Fatality Incidents,” FP Saul and JM Saul

Ch. 21 “Science Contextualized: the Identification of a U.S. MIA of the Vietnam War from Two Perspectives,” by AW Bunch and CC Shine

Ch. 22 “ Forensic Anthropology and Human Rights: The Argentine Experience,” by M Doretti and CC Snow

Week 10 (March 8 & 10)


Tues.  Wrap-up and review for last exam  


Thurs. EXAM 2

STUDENT EVALUATION AND GRADES: 


Quizzes [35%]: Beginning with the second week of classes, there will be short (≤ minute), weekly quizzes (N=5) over reading and lecture material relating particular topic(s) that have been covered up to that date. There will be no quiz during the weeks in which a regular exam is scheduled, Week 8, or the last 2 weeks of classes. 

Exams [60%]: There will be two regular exams.  The second exam will be comprehensive, since much of the material covered in the second exam builds upon material covered earlier.

"Book Review"[5%]: As soon as possible, within the first two weeks of class, each student must identify a book (not an article) of their own choosing that relates to both this course and their individual interests.  A short (≤ 1 page), typed review of this book is to be handed in on or before the Tuesday, March 1st class.  Reviews should include proper bibliographic information and primarily include a discussion of how this book relates to biological anthropology and your academic interests.  It is meant for your enjoyment and enrichment.  The book you choose can be of any kind, as long as it relates to forensic science, and your interests.  Some examples include: Ferllini, R. (2002) Silent Witness: How Forensic Anthropology Is Used To Solve The World's Toughest Crimes, by Roxana Ferllini (2002), Firefly Press; Rhine, S. (1998) Bone Voyage: A Journey in Forensic Anthropology; W.R. Maples and Michael Browning (1994) Dead Men Do Tell Tales; D.D. Scott, P. Willey, and M.A. Connor (1998) They Died With Custer: Soldier's Bones of the Little Bighorn; Aaron Elkins (1991) Make No Bones; and any of the works by the practicing forensic anthropologist Kathy Reichs.
ATTENDENCE: 

Class attendance is required. Two (2) or more unexcused absences will result in a reduction by one letter grade, and any student who accumulates four (4) unexcused absences will be assigned a failing grade for the course.

Academic Dishonesty
Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university.  All members of the academic community must be confident that each person's work has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented.  Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful.  The academic community regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that range from probation to expulsion.  When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, consult with the course instructor.

Special Needs

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO THE INSTRUCTOR, AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND CERTAINLY PRIOR TO THE FIRST EXAMINATION
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